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Abstract

Geotourism is one of the new concepts in the geography and tourism literature that emphasizes the
determination of special tourism places from the point of view of geology and geomorphology. The
aim of the current research was to evaluate the geotourism and geomorphological potentials of
Marand, a city in north west of Iran using the Zouros and Kubalikova model. To evaluate geosites
using the Zouros model, scientific criteria, potential threats and usability were used. Also, scientific,
educational, economic, natural, conservation, cultural and artistic values were used in Kobalikova
model. The results of the Zouros model showed that the Sofian hot spring geosite, with a score of 84,
has the highest geotourism potential among geosites. Also, according to the evaluation of geosites
using the Zouros model and the total points obtained from the questionnaire and the final results
extracted from the SPSS software, the Sofian hot spring is suitable for more investment in the tourism
industry. Also, the lowest point based on the Zouros model was assigned to the Darandash Valley
geosite with a score of 52. Likewise, the evaluation results of the Kubalikova model showed that the
Sufian hot spring geosite with a score of 14 has the maximum ability to attract tourism. After Sofian
hot spring, Zenozchai river was ranked second due to its high natural value. Based on the results, the
lowest score in the Kubalikova model was assigned to Darandash Valley as the area is not yet known
in terms of geotourism capabilities. Therefore, it can be concluded that the Sofian hot spring has great
potential to attract tourism that can also put Marand in the focus of the national and international
tourism activities. Finally, it is suggested to use new natural models in future studies to better results.

Keywords: Evaluation, Potential, Geotourism, Marand city, Zouros model, Kubalikova model.
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