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Abstract

Content analysis is a valuable method for uncovering diverse research perspectives and identifying gaps
within a specific field of knowledge. This qualitative study employs a grounded theory approach, following
the methodology of Strauss and Corbin (1990), to synthesize existing research on the sustainable
development of the Urmia Lake watershed. A purposeful sampling strategy, informed by the work of
Sandelowski and Barroso (2007) on qualitative research synthesis, was used to select literature. The final

analysis is framed using Pierre Bourdoeu's sociological theory.

Data were collected through a systematic literature search of the Magiran database, using relevant keywords.
The analysis reveals that a primary driver in the literature is authors' concern over environmental challenges
in the watershed, which functions as a form of symbolic capital. Within this context, sustainable
development emerges as the central category of action. This central category is influenced by two main
factors: on one hand, a scientology field where technology is positioned as social capital, and on the other
hand, an expertise field where scientism functions as economic capital. These conditions motivate authors to

propose specific strategies to achieve desired outcomes.

In essence, the authors' core motivation is rooted in their cultural capital. Through publication, they convert a
portion of this specifically, their embodied cultural capital—into institutional cultural capital. The anticipated
outcome of this process is the subsequent transformation of this institutional capital into symbolic capital,

enhancing their standing and influence within the academic and environmental fields.
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